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Queensland Program 2018 

 
Welcome to the activities for the Australian Network for Spiritual Direction (ANSD Qld).  
We thank all our presenters & venue hosts for their interest and willingness to share with us.  
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND. 
 
ANSD Qld coordinator is Denise Brosnan rsj  Mobile: 0439 675 571 & email: 
ansdqueensland@gmail.com  &  www.ansd.org.au 
 
Saturday, 3rd February - Day 9:00 for 9:30am – 3:30pm BYO lunch 
 
Kathryn Robbie & Cecily Jensen-Clayton will present “Engaging Your Inner Mystic: 
Experiencing and Enjoying Mystical Poetry” 
 
Do you ever wonder what elements make up mystical poetry?  Maybe you already write 
mystical poetry? Or perhaps you might like to try to write a mystical poem?  Whatever your 
interest, we invite lovers of deeper meaning in nature to join us for a day of pondering, 
reflection, and evocation as we share what we have discovered about writing and producing a 
book on mystical poetry.  We would love you to be part of our collaboration as we bring together 
photos, stories, and mystical poems of the Australian landscape, and invite you into our journey 
towards publication.  
 
About Kathryn 

As a trained Spiritual Director, I take great delight in accompanying others on their spiritual 
journey and facilitating retreat days/weekends. My spare time is shared between enjoying 
time with family and friends, particularly the grandchildren and nurturing my inner monk 
and artist through contemplative photography, writing and poetry.  

 

 

About Cecily 

Through my eyes, our lives are all based in mystery, and in the living out this mystery mysticism 
comes naturally to us all.  With this in mind, I have wandered through this world gathering those 
things that can express the Divine life in me as I encounter Divinity.   Along the way I have 
gathered to myself all those experiences and skills necessary for me to contribute also to the 
lives of others.  As theologian, philosopher, educator, linguist, psychoanalyst, musician and 
poet, my life is informed by, but not confined to, a feminist consciousness. My work also 
includes mentoring and offering spiritual guidance to research students and women for effective 
leadership in our complex age.     
 



2 
 

RSVP: Denise on 0439 675 571 or ansdqueensland@gmail.com  Suggested donation to ANSD 
Qld is $20 or what you can afford. 
 
Venue: St Francis Theological College, 233 Milton Road, Milton. (best to use the 
Baroona Road Entrance) 
(by train to Milton Station) LR1 – Room under the library 
 
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 
Saturday, 24th February - Day 9:00am for 9:30am– 3:15pm.  BYO lunch, morning tea is 
provided. 
 
Lucy Tierney will present “Focusing.” 
 
 Lucy will lead us in naming, owning, expanding, and experiencing our personal gift of focusing 
which is an innate human process with which we all engage. Through this process we are 
invited into deeper communion between our True becoming Self and God’s Self.  
  
Lucy is a Sister of Saint Joseph who co-ordinates Virginia Waters Self-Care – an inner wisdom 
consultancy. She is (and has been for many years) a full time spiritual director, supervisor, and 
retreat giver.  Lucy is also a lecturer and supervisor for the St Francis Spiritual Direction 
Formation Program auspiced by the Anglican Church in Brisbane. 
 
RSVP: Denise on 0439 675 571 or ansdqueensland@gmail.com  Suggested donation to ANSD 
Qld is $20 or what you can afford. 
 
Venue: Villa Maria Spirituality Centre, 123 Warren Street, Fortitude Valley. 
(Park underneath or on the road) 
 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 
 
 
Tuesday, 17th April – Evening 6pm to 7pm chatting in the hall. BYO supper. Tea and coffee 
are provided. 
7pm -9pm Presentation in the Church. 
 
Michael Mayer will present “Richard Rohr’s ideas on second half of life and non dual 
consciousness.” 
 
Richard Rohr, a US Catholic Franciscan priest, is a modern prophet with the gift of seeing 
deeply into the interconnectedness of all things because they come out of the Trinity. His books, 
talks and daily emails are very helpful resources in encouraging seeing and living out of a 
contemplative approach to life and the Scriptures. The Centre for Action and Contemplation in 
the US offers opportunities and training that some Australians have taken up. This evening will 
look at some of the themes that consistently arise in the teachings of Richard Rohr. Participants 
will have the opportunity to add their own reflections. 
Michael Mayer is a pastor currently working in a Lutheran school and part of the first class 
completing the St Francis Spiritual Direction Formation Programme. He first came across 
Richard Rohr while in the context of men’s work. He finds that the daily emails offer resources, 
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practices, challenges to ways of thinking and acting, and deeply reaffirm the goodness and 
wonder of living in God’s creation.  
 
RSVP: Denise on 0439 675 571 or ansdqueensland@gmail.com  Suggested donation to ANSD 
Qld is $10 or what you can afford. 
 
Venue: St John’s Lutheran Church, 4 Clewley Street, Corinda. 
 
oooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 
Saturday, 19 May – Day 9:00am for 9:30am – 3:15pm BYO lunch, morning tea is provided. 
 
Heather Eckersley will lead us in reflecting on The Pilgrim Journey - noticing inner 
and outer beauty and stillness.  
  
Come and enter into the contemplative peacefulness at the Old Friary.  This day offers an 
invitation to deepen our inward journey - exploring the sacred path of Love to find the 
spaciousness of God within.  There will be opportunity to listen deeply; to walk the Labyrinth 
and explore the peaceful forest pathways; to write or draw or meditate through gentle 
movement, to consider where we are on our own pilgrim journey, to welcome the cool winds of 
the hovering Spirit to soothe and replenish us.......  
  
Heather will graduate in April 2018 from the St Francis Spiritual Direction Formation Program.  
Her own pilgrim journey embraces contemplative awareness within the everyday beauty of the 
Australian landscape. 
 
RSVP: Denise on 0439 675 571 or ansdqueensland@gmail.com  Suggested donation to ANSD 
Qld is $20 or what you can afford. 
Venue: The Old Friary, 139 Brookfield Road, Kenmore Hills 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 
Saturday, 18 August – Day 9:30 for 10:00am – 3:00pm BYO lunch 
 
Gerard Guiton will lead us in reflecting on Quaker Discernment 
 
The Friends (Quakers) decide matters differently to the mainline churches. For a start, they 
don't vote or seek consensus.  
Learn about and discuss the Quaker manner of discernment. 
 
Gerard (Gerry) Guiton lives with Anne in Alstonville (NSW). He is a former teacher and aid & 
development worker.  
He is also a Quaker, spiritual director and author. 
 
RSVP: Denise on 0439 675 571 or ansdqueensland@gmail.com Suggested donation to ANSD 
Qld is $20 or what you can afford. 
 
Venue: Villa Maria Spirituality Centre, 123 Warren Street, Fortitude Valley. (Park 
underneath or on the road) 
 
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
ooooo 
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Saturday, 22nd Sept – Day 9:00 for 9:30am – 3:15pm BYO lunch 
 
Jeff Lawrence will present: ‘In the House of the Lord – the Journey from Fear to 
Love’ by Henri Nouwen  
  
Jeff writes; in our workshop we will explore the profound insights of Nouwen, in his book of the 
same name. Nouwen describes how the journey from false into the true aspects of the three 
characteristics of authentic love (intimacy, fecundity and ecstasy) also moves us from fear to 
love and thence into God’s home. With fear being a major spiritual impediment for many people, 
Nouwen’s insights are an effective tool for spiritual directors. 
 
Jeff Lawrence (M.Min BCT): Jeff is an accredited spiritual director, pastor, Biblical storyteller 
and retreat facilitator. He has a special interest in Trinitarian spirituality, the practice and 
spirituality of the Jesus Prayer, Christian Meditation, ecumenism, men’s spirituality and 
mentoring people in ministry. Jeff has served as a visiting chaplain at a number of hospitals and 
nursing homes in Brisbane and as a community chaplain.    
Being a companion for someone as they take the pilgrimage home to the heart of God is an 
honour and blessing, so too is the delight I feel when an insight I share enlightens the way for 
another and encourages them. This is why I enjoy the service of spiritual direction so much and 
so too the strength my own spiritual director is for me.   
Jeff can be contacted on: 0421 337 431 email: jeffrlawrence@optusnet.com.au   
  
RSVP: Denise on 0439 675 571 or ansdqueensland@gmail.com Suggested donation to ANSD 
Qld is $20 or what you can afford. 
  
Venue: Sandgate Uniting Church, 116 Board Street, Deagon.  
 
(opposite the Deagon Race Track and a short walking distance from Deagon Train Station) 
 
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
ooooooo 
 
Wednesday- 10th Oct  Evening  - 6pm to 7pm Meet in the hall. BYO supper. Tea and coffee 
are provided. 
7pm -9pm Presentation in the Church. 
 
Patrick Oliver will lead us in reflecting on "The virtue of hope: how can grace 
cultivate it in us?" 
 
Patrick works full-time in companioning others in spiritual direction and conducts retreats and 
workshops in Australia and New Zealand.  
Patrick has post graduate qualifications in Theology and Spirituality and is a published author. 
Patrick’s website: www.patrickoliver.net.au 
 
RSVP: Denise on 0439 675 571 or ansdqueensland@gmail.com  Suggested donation to ANSD 
Qld is $10 or what you can afford. 
 
Venue: St Clement’s on the Hill, Eudunda St, Stafford. (Hall & Church)  
 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
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Saturday, 17th November - 9:00 for 9:30am to 2:30pm Bring lunch to share 
 
Denise Brosnan will lead in reflecting on the topic “Act justly, Love tenderly and 
Walk humbly with your God” – Micah 6:8 
 
The Gospels and Hebrew Scriptures are saturated with Social Justice messages. 
During this morning there will be an opportunity and space for personal and communal 
engagement with Scripture in a search for a Spirituality for Social Justice. 
 
Denise a Sister of Saint Joseph who is a Spiritual Director, Counsellor, Educator and Sandplay 
Therapist.  Denise is a supervisor for the St Francis Spiritual Direction Formation Program 
sponsored by the Anglican Church in Brisbane. 
Denise currently works, part-time, as a School Pastoral Worker at St Brendan’s Moorooka and 
is also connected with those who are often seen to be on the margins of society including those 
who seek Asylum and refuge. 
 
1 - 1:30pm lunch to share 
 
1:30 - 2:30pm Planning for ANSD Qld Programme 2019 
 
RSVP: Denise on 0439 675 571 or ansdqueensland@gmail.com    Suggested donation to 
ANSD Qld is $10 or what you can afford. 
 
Venue: Villa Maria Spirituality Centre, 123 Warren Street, Fortitude Valley. (Park 
underneath or on the road) 
 
 


